


















Port	Moresby.	 Unlike	 conventional	 analyses	 of	 corruption	 in	 Papua	 New	 Guinea,	 which	
emphasise	its	local	characteristics	and	patrimonial	qualities,	application	of	CIF	uncovered	
new	empirical	layers	that	centre	on	transnational	state‐corporate	power,	the	ambiguity	of	
civil	 society,	 and	 the	 structural	 inequalities	 that	marginalise	 resistance	movements.	 The	

























As	 a	 specific	 modality	 of	 corruption,1	 grand	 corruption	 is	 commonly	 distinguished	 by	 three	
factors	(Bloom	2014;	Jain	2001).	First,	it	involves	significant	economic	value,	either	in	monetary	
or	asset	form.	Second,	the	corrupt	activity	is	ordinarily	not	an	isolated	incident,	but	rather	part	of	
a	 systemic	 pattern	 of	 conduct.	 Finally,	 it	 is	 enacted/facilitated	 by	 senior	 officials	 capable	 of	




Research	 into	grand	 corruption	 is	 beset	by	a	number	of	 significant	 challenges	 that	have	been	
experienced	more	generally	by	scholars	inquiring	into	the	crimes	of	the	powerful	(see	Tombs	and	
Whyte	2003).	Most	 fundamentally,	 our	 ability	 to	 analyse	and	 theorise	 grand	 corruption	 in	 its	
particular	 spatio‐temporal	 forms	 depends	 on	 systematic	 fieldwork	 that	 can	 document	 in	 rich	


























site	will	 evidently	 be	 used	 to	 co‐host	 the	 Asia‐Pacific	 Economic	 Cooperation	 (APEC)	 summit,	
scheduled	to	take	place	in	Port	Moresby	during	November	2018,	with	support	from	both	the	PNG	
and	 Australian	 governments.	 Using	 CIF,	 data‐sets	 were	 produced	 which	 illuminate	 the	 key	
individual	 and	 organisational	 actors	 involved	 in	 this	 public‐private	 initiative,	 including	 their	
professional	 biographies,	 ties	 with	 political	 power	 centres,	 core	 group	 adhesives,	 and	 the	


















centres	 on	 complex	 forms	of	market	 and	 regulatory	manipulation,	 designed	 to	 extract	 super‐
profits	 through	 targeting	 vulnerable	 revenue	 streams	 and	 assets.	 The	 latter	 activity	 was	
spearheaded	 by	 a	 developer	 coalition	 led	 by	 Australian‐based	 executives	 espousing	 strong	
corporate	 social	 responsibility	 credentials,	 backed	 by	 key	 sections	 of	 the	 human	 rights	
community.	 This	 particular	 international	 dimension	 is	 perhaps	 not	 surprising:	 Australian	
















include	 network	 architecture,	 transaction	 sequences,	 node	 (actor)	 biographies	 and	
commercial/political	 repertoires,	 which	 as	 a	 totality	 helps	 to	 disclose	 the	 criminogenic	




objects	 within	 a	 social	 system	 underpinning	 grand	 corruption.	 These	 include,	 for	 instance,	
individual	actors,	public	 institutions,	corporate	entities,	valuable	assets	and	 forums	(such	as	a	
conference	 or	 social	 club).	 Clearly,	 if	 grand	 corruption	 is	 to	 be	 empirically	 documented	 in	 its	
concrete,	 historical	 forms,	 key	 nodal	 points—such	 as	 ‘fixers’,	 front	 companies,	 political	





Of	 course,	 for	 a	 social	 system	 to	 exist,	 it	 must	 have	 active	 components	 that	 are	 instigating	
momentum.	 The	 transaction	 is	 a	 basic	 category	 designed	 to	 designate	 any	 single,	 identifiable	
































so	an	oil	 contract	 is	 awarded	 to	 an	offshore	 company,	owned	by	members	of	 the	 intelligence	
services,	who	provide	kickbacks	to	the	President.	Meanwhile,	lawyers,	bankers	and	accountants	
are	contracted	to	launder	the	proceeds	into	safe	havens	in	Europe	and	North	America.	Elsewhere	










biographies,	 in	 effect,	 offer	 a	 frame	 through	 which	 to	 understand	 how	 existing	 structures,	
processes,	capacities	and	techniques	potentially	articulate	a	longer	period	of	activity	that	has	now	
congealed	 into	 criminogenic	 infrastructure,	 in	 the	 case	 of	 organisations,	 or	 expert	 personas	
proficient	in	illicit	schemes,	in	the	case	of	individuals.		
	
By	 studying	 different	 node	 biographies	 and	 associated	 transaction	 sequences,	 established	
commercial	and	political	repotoires	that	may	exist	in	a	particular	field	of	practice	can	begin	to	be	
designated.	 That	 is,	 enduring	 sets	 of	 techniques	 and	 informal	 bodies	 of	 knowledge,	 which	
individual	nodes	can	master	through	association	with	skilled	practitioners,	can	be	pinpointed	so	




methods,	which	 aim	 to	 extract	 data	 from	documentary	 records	 and	 interviews,	 that	 can	 help	
populate	the	elementary	units	of	analysis	outlined	above.	Once	collected,	the	data‐sets	are	then	






























incorporation,	 company	 extracts,	 share	 issue/transfers,	 director	 appointment/replacements,	
secretary	appointment/replacements,	annual	returns);	in	addition,	the	registry	was	scraped—a	







facilitated	 background	 checks	 of	 network	 nodes	 (it	 now	 forms	 part	 of	 a	 public	 archive:	 see	
www.pngiportal.org).	Searches	of	media	reporting	were	also	conducted	using	Nexis	and	Google.	
To	enhance	the	analysis	and	interpretation	of	data	extracted	from	records,	the	author	devoted	
considerable	 time	 to	 building	 both	 technical	 literacy	 and	 legal	 literacy	 in	 the	 relevant	














numerous	 sources	 (as	 outlined	 above,	 for	 example).	 The	 aforementioned	 analytical	 tools	 sift	
relevant	data	connected	to	the	elementary	units	of	analysis	from	these	streams.	The	information	
is	 then	 consolidated	 through	 data‐modelling	 exercises	 using	 ISNA	 and	 transaction‐mapping,	
which	in	turn	allows	the	advanced	units	of	analysis	to	be	populated	with	processed	data.	This	
process	of	data	analysis	and	triangulation	as	a	totality	aims	to	overcome	weaknesses	associated	









capital	Port	Moresby	during	2018,	would	be	 co‐hosted	at	 a	 new	 luxury	 estate	 in	 the	 capital’s	
harbour	 precinct	 valued	 at	 three	 billion	 Papua	 New	 Guinean	 Kina	 (K)	 (approximately	 US$1	
billion).	 The	 Paga	Hill	 Development	 Company	 (PNG)	 Limited	 (PHDC)	 is	 the	 lead	 partner	 in	 a	
developer	 coalition	 charged	with	 responsibility	 for	 this	mega‐project	 known	 as	 the	 Paga	Hill	











PHDC’s	most	 visible	 face	 is	 its	 Chief	 Executive	 Officer,	 Gudmundur	 Fridriksson.	 Fridriksson’s	
website	biography	(at	www.gudmundurfridriksson.com)	states,	he	‘is	a	business	leader	with	over	
30	 years	 of	 experience	 in	 managing	 major	 projects	 in	 Europe,	 China,	 Hong	 Kong,	 PNG	 and	
Australia’.	 Until	 2012,	 Fridriksson	 acted	 as	 a	 senior	 policy	 maker	 in	 Australia,	 charged	 with	













four	 years.	 A	 summary	 of	 the	 key	 findings	 will	 now	 be	 presented	 before	 looking	 at	 their	
theoretical	 implications.	 First,	 the	 social	 network	underpinning	 the	megaproject	 is	 examined;	
attention	is	also	given	to	the	important	discoveries	made	after	biographical	data	was	collected	on	
key	executives	at	the	centre	of	this	network.	I	then	turn	to	the	transaction	sequences	which	have	
been	 employed	 to	 enact	 the	 Paga	 Hill	 Estate,	 looking	 at	 the	 illicit	 moments	 which	 became	
apparent	 through	 the	 transaction	 mapping	 process.	 The	 case	 study	 concludes	 by	 looking	 at	








The	 foundations	 of	 the	 Paga	 Hill	 megaproject	 rest	 on	 three	 core	 legal	 documents	 and	 two	












The	 first	Paga	Hill	 leaseholder,	PHLHC,	 is	 closely	connected	 to	Gudmundur	Fridriksson,	 and	a	
prominent	PNG	businessman,	Rex	Paki.	Paki	was	both	a	shareholder	and	director	of	PHLHC.4	The	
other	 shareholders	 were	 Felix	 Leyagon—an	 employee	 at	 Paki’s	 accountancy	 company—and	

























*Fidelity	 Management	 Pty	 Ltd	 is	 a	 Perth	 based	
holding	 company,	 which	 shared	 a	 registered	
address	with	Mr	Gudmundur	Fridriksson.	
Public	 Accounts	 Committee	 Report	 to	 Parliament	 on	 the	
Inquiry	into	the	Department	of	Lands	and	Physical	Planning	
(2007)	
Paga	 Hill	 Development	 Company	 (PNG)	
Limited	(2000‐current)	







*Fidelity	 Management	 Pty	 Ltd	 is	 a	 Perth	 based	
holding	 company,	 which	 shared	 a	 registered	
address	with	Mr	Gudmundur	Fridriksson.	
**	 Though	 Anvil	 Holdings	 Limited	 and	 Palimb	
Holdings	Limited	
***	Through	Kwadi	Inn	
Public	 Accounts	 Committee	 Report	 to	 Parliament	 on	 the	
Inquiry	into	the	Department	of	Lands	and	Physical	Planning	
(2007)	



















Public	 Accounts	 Committee	 Report	 to	 Parliament	 on	 the	
Inquiry	into	the	Office	of	the	Public	Curator	(2006)	
Report	of	the	Auditor	General	on	the	Sepik	Highway	Roads	and	
Bridges	 Maintenance	 and	 Other	 Infrastructure	 Trust	
Account	(2006)	
Public	 Accounts	 Committee	 Report	 to	 Parliament	 on	 the	














Public	 Accounts	 Committee	 Report	 to	 Parliament	 on	 the	
Inquiry	into	the	Office	of	the	Public	Curator	(2006)	
Commission	of	Inquiry	into	the	Management	of	the	Investment	
Corporation	 of	 Papua	 New	 Guinea	 and	 the	 Investment	
Corporation	 Fund	 of	 Papua	 New	 Guinea	 and	 all	 Matters	














following	his	marriage	 to	Air	Nuigini	 flight	attendant,	Tauhura	Asigau,	whom	he	met	 in	Hong	
Kong.		
	










After	 the	Destination	PNG	scandal,	Fridriksson	worked	 for	 the	Port	Moresby	based	 firm,	Ram	
Business	 Consultants	 (RAM),	 whose	 principal	 is	 Rex	 Paki	 (Auditor	 General’s	 Office	 2005).	
According	to	an	Auditor	General’s	Office	investigation,	the	relationship	ended	during	early	2000.	
The	 Auditor	 General	 claims	 that	 a	 lucrative	 contract	 awarded	 to	 RAM	 providing	 corporate	
services	to	the	Public	Curator’s	Office	was	revoked	by	the	Acting	Public	Curator,	Gomoga	Jack	
Nouairi.	Nouairi	 then	 commenced	 ‘negotiations	with	Anvil	 Project	 Services	 to	provide	 similar	
advice	 and	 services’	 (Auditor	 General’s	 Office	 2005:	 43).	 This	 contract—which	was	 awarded	
without	competitive	tender8—would	see	Anvil	net	K5,120,464.	
	




contract	 (Auditor	 General’s	 Office	 2005).9	 Asigau	 (PNG)	 Holdings	 Limited’s	 two	 shareholders	
were	Gudmundur	Fridriksson	and	his	wife	Tauhura.10	It	would	thus	appear	that	after	Fridriksson	







would	 include	 a	 young	 Australian	 graduate	 George	 Hallit,	 who	 would	 become	 both	 a	 PHDC	
shareholder	and	 its	Chief	Operations	Officer.	CCS	Anvil	was	awarded	a	number	of	high	profile	
contracts.	For	instance,	it	won	a	tender	to	head	the	National	Parliamentary	Efficiency	Project.	This	















CCS	 Anvil’s	 final	 public	 footprint	 can	 be	 found	 in	 reporting	 produced	 by	 the	 Commission	 of	
Inquiry	into	the	Department	of	Finance.	Evidence	tendered	during	the	inquiry	indicates	that	CCS	
Anvil,	 in	 collaboration	 with	 Gamoga	 Jack	 Nouairi,	 aided	 a	 litigant	 to	 substantially	 inflate	 a	
compensation	claim	against	the	state—condemned	as	‘fraud’	in	the	final	report—	in	return	for	
K1.4	million	 (approx.	US$400,000)	 (Davani,	Sheehan	and	Manoa	2009:	276).	However,	by	 the	
time	this	report	was	published,	Fridriksson’s	interests	had	shifted	to	Australia	where	he	was	now	




(1997‐2000).	 Paki	has	 featured	prominently	 in	 anti‐corruption	 inquiries	 as	a	 result	 of	 his	 co‐













RAM	 also	 featured	 in	 the	 Commission	 of	 Inquiry	 into	 the	 National	 Provident	 Fund.	 The	
Commission	concluded	Paki	and	his	firm	were	party	to	a	complex	fraud,	from	which	they	allegedly	















it	 was	 this	 augmented	 return	 which	 appears	 to	 have	 been	 the	 common	 thread	 connecting	
different	cases.	On	occasions,	the	agents	acting	on	behalf	of	the	consumer	client	were	shown	to	
be	sharing	in	the	exaggerated	profits.	The	evidence	also	suggests	the	executives	involved	were	
largely	 indifferent	 to	 the	 particular	 service	 provided:	 the	 opportunity	 for	 exaggerated	 profits	
appeared	to	be	the	prime	lure.	Furthermore,	not	only	were	state	actors	complicit	in	the	activity,	
there	was	mostly	no	follow‐up	action	by	law	enforcement	agencies	or	the	departments	involved	
even	 when	 PNG’s	 public	 oversight	 agencies	 censured	 the	 conduct,	 a	 systemic	 problem	 that	
continues	in	PNG	to	this	day.		
	
Speaking	 more	 generally,	 this	 also	 alerts	 to	 the	 way	 in	 which	 capitalist	 political	 economies	
generate	a	significant	opportunity	structure	for	what	David	Harvey	(1976)	refers	to	as	secondary	
forms	 of	 exploitation.	 This	 references	 the	methods	 used	 by	 capital,	 as	 a	 heterogeneous	 class	
formation,	 to	 extract	 wealth,	 largely	 from	 the	 labouring	 masses,	 outside	 the	 moment	 of	
production;	for	instance,	where	a	‘slum’	landlord,	or	an	energy	cartel,	gouge	consumers	through	
inflated	and/or	 fixed	prices.	Of	 course,	 speculative	 stratas	of	 capital	whose	business	model	 is	










Paga	Hill	 is	divided	 into	a	series	of	 land	portions;	 the	paramount	owner	 is	 the	government	of	
PNG.12	 The	 primary	portion	 of	 land	 covering	Paga	Hill’s	 contested	 southern	 face	 is	 known	 as	
portion	 1597.	 Until	 2014,	 portion	 1597	 encompassed	 homes	 belonging	 to	 the	 government’s	





















First,	 key	 legal/administrative	 documents	 relating	 to	 the	 land	 deal	 upon	which	 the	 Paga	Hill	
Estate	 rests	were	 sourced.	This	 involved	 leveraging	contacts	with	Port	Moresby	professionals	
working	in	the	land	conveyancing	field.	Further	checks	were	then	conducted	at	the	Department	
of	 Lands	 and	 Physical	 Planning,	 which	 stores	 property	 data	 on	 its	 LAGIS	 Land	Management	
System.	Copies	of	the	relevant	government	gazettes	recording	the	decisions	to	rezone	the	land	
and	 award	 it	 to	 PHDC	 and	 PHLHC	 were	 also	 located.	 In	 order	 to	 better	 understand	 the	
interrelationship	 between	 the	 landed	 transaction	 sequences	 and	 the	 corporate	 history	 of	 the	



























Kwadi	 Inn	 Limited.16	 By	 this	 stage,	 Nali	 had	 lost	 his	 seat	 in	 parliament.	 Arguably	 of	 greater	
concern,	at	the	time	Nali	undertook	to	sponsor	the	project,	he	jointly	owned	a	company,	Waim	
No.	54,	with	Mary	Nali.17	Waim	No.	54	shared	a	registered	address	with	PHLHC,	while	its	Directors	











(refer	 to	 Diagram	 4).	 Annual	 rent	 for	 portion	 1597	 was	 set	 at	 K30,000	 (US$16,500).18	 A	
mandatory	 improvement	 covenant	was	 also	 inserted,	 ‘to	 a	minimum	value	 of	 Three	Hundred	










years	 later	 in	 2000.19	 A	 subsequent	 Public	 Accounts	 Committee	 (2007)	 inquiry	 into	 the	








































rent	 of	 K50,000,	 while	 dropping	 the	 improvement	 covenant	 from	 K10	 million	 to	 K5million	
(approx.	US$1.85	million).25	
	
PHDC’s	 ownership	 structure	 also	 underwent	 change.	 Notably,	 the	 Fridrikssons	 formally	
relinquished	 their	 legal	 interest	 in	 PHDC.	 They	 were	 replaced	 by	 a	 number	 of	 Australian	
shareholders,	including	Tracey	Veronica	Kluck	(3	per	cent).26	Kluck	is	the	wife	of	Noel	Pearson,	a	
prominent	Indigenous	Australian	lawyer	and	land	rights	activist	who	is	the	principal	architect	of	






Another	 prominent	 Southern	Highlands	 figure,	Michael	Nali,	 acquired	 a	 stake	 (9	 per	 cent)	 in	
PHDC	during	 this	 period	 through	his	 company	Kwadi	 Inn.30	Kwadi	 Inn	 also	held	 a	 significant	
interest	(10	per	cent)	in	NIU	Finance	Limited.	NIU’s	last	annual	return	list	its	Managing	Director	
as	 Peter	 O’Neill,	 PNG’s	 current	 Prime	Minister.31	 Peter	 O’Neill	 again	 appears	 as	 NIU’s	 largest	













in	 principle,	 placed	 PHDC	 in	 a	 strong	 position	 to	 champion	 their	 development	 within	 senior	
political	circles.	
	





along	 the	 reclaimed	 land	 were	 illegally	 demolished,33	 while	 police	 employed	 live	 rounds	 of	
ammunition	 on	 residents;	 fortunately	 no	 one	 was	 killed	 or	 wounded.	 The	 home	 demolitions	
ceased	when	lawyers	returned	with	a	court	injunction	(interview,	Joe	Moses,	18	July	2013).	
	









site	 began	 (see	 Figure	 5).	Meanwhile,	 the	O’Neill	 government	 has	 agreed	 to	 act	 as	 an	 official	











To	 summarise,	 a	 close	 examination	 of	 the	 transaction	 sequences	 underpinning	 the	 Paga	 Hill	
Estate	reveals	numerous	anomalies,	which	indicate	portion	1597	has	potentially	been	awarded	
and	 administered	 in	 violation	 of	 the	 Land	Act	 1996	 (PNG)	 and	 Land	Regulation	 1999	 (PNG).	















That	 is,	 a	 legally	 sanctioned	monopoly	over	 a	particular	 space	 (via	private	property	 regimes)	
allows	a	charge	to	be	levied,	paid	out	of	the	consumer’s	revenues,	which	could	come	from	wages,	
salaries,	profits	of	enterprise,	taxes,	etcetra	(Harvey	1976,	2012;	Marx	1981).	In	this	sense,	money	








manipulative	 practice,	 which	 can	 take	 lawful,	 improper	 and	 illegal	 forms.	 For	 example,	 by	
artificially	reducing	the	cost	of	acquiring	the	lease,	illegally/improperly	reducing	the	annual	rent	




It	 is	 apparent	 in	 the	 Paga	 Hill	 case	 that	 the	 developer	 coalition	 drew	 upon	 pre‐established	
repertoires	honed	in	other	sectors	in	a	bid	to	manipulate	the	rate	of	return,	a	dynamic	which,	of	





















Nevertheless,	 mobilisation	 and	 counter‐mobilisation	 within	 civil	 society	 has	 played—and	




Paga	 Hill	 residents	 resisting	 displacement	 organised	 themselves	 through	 three	 civil	 society	
organisations.	 The	 Paga	 Heritage	 Association	 managed	 the	 community’s	 legal	 defence	 in	
partnership	with	the	National	Housing	Corporation	Residents’	Committee	(interview,	Joe	Moses,	
18	 July	 2013).	 Complementing	 this	 activity,	 Paga	 Hill	 Arts	 Resistance	 channelled	 community	




Hollie	 Fifer	 (2016),	 presented	 these	 research	 findings	 and	 the	 community’s	 story	 through	 a	
feature	length	production,	The	Opposition.	
	
To	 counter	 community	 resistance,	 PHDC	 also	 mobilised	 support	 from	 within	 civil	 society.	 A	





























instance,	 she	 launched	 a	 civil	 action	 in	 the	 New	 South	 Wales	 Supreme	 Court	 against	 the	




During	 the	 subsequent	 trial,	 it	was	 revealed	 that	PHDC	had	 ‘agreed	 to	 indemnify	 the	Plaintiff	










Kidu,	 however,	 was	 not	 the	 only	 actor	 to	 lend	 their	 support	 to	 PHDC.	 The	 United	 Nations	
Development	 Programme	 (UNDP)	 lauded	 the	 company	 publicly	 for	 how	 the	 forced	 eviction	






When	 Trivedy	 was	 subsequently	 presented	 with	 evidence	 which	 put	 into	 question	 both	 the	










PHDC’s	 ascendant	 position	 in	 civil	 society	 was	 further	 boosted	 by	 a	 number	 of	 public	
interventions	by	the	RPNGC,	which	issued	a	series	of	press	releases	praising	the	company.	In	one	
media	 release,	 Superintendent	 N’dranou	 Perou	 stated:	 ‘I	 must	 commend	 the	 Chief	 Executive	













digital	 face	 and	 public	 brand;	 and	 numerous	 government	 Ministers	 who	 championed	 the	
development	 in	 public	 forums.	 Nevertheless,	 a	 trend	 observable	 in	 the	 data	 is	 the	 synthesis	
between	money	capital	and	cultural/symbolic	capital.	
	
In	 contrast	 to	 the	 resistance	 efforts,	 which	 forged	 ties	 through	 a	 fabric	 of	 shared	 political,	
intellectual	 and	 social	 interests,	 the	 developer	 coalition	 rallied	 support	 from	 civil	 society	
organisations	that,	officially	speaking,	strongly	rejected	many	of	the	key	tactics	employed	in	the	
mega‐project.	This	feat	appears	to	have	been	rooted	in	part	on	the	strategic	dispersal	of	money	
capital,	 both	 through	 consultancy	 contracts	 and	 donations,	 which	 helped	 fuse	 PHDC	 to	











analysis,	matched	 to	 investigative	 research	methods	and	digital	 analytics,	has	 the	potential	 to	
illuminate	many	of	 the	hidden	networks	and	processes	 essential	 to	 the	organisation	of	 grand	
corruption	 in	 its	 regionally	 specific	 forms.	 The	 Paga	 Hill	 Estate—which	 the	 Public	 Accounts	
Committee	(2007:	60)	claims	was	secured	 for	 its	current	owners	through	 ‘corrupt	dealings’—





and	 substance	 when	 researching	 processes	 that	 potentially	 fit	 within	 the	 rubric	 of	 grand	
corruption.	This	assertion	has	two	layers.	First,	at	the	level	of	appearance,	the	Paga	Hill	Estate	




more	 ambiguous	essence	emerged,	which	was	marked	by	 speculative	 commercial	 repertoires	
that	 fused	with	 a	 permissive	 urban	 governance	 regime	 to	 facilitate	 illicit	 transactions,	whilst	
criticism	was	diluted	through	the	strategic	dispersal	of	money‐capital.	
	






examined,	 this	 case,	 when	 set	 against	 a	 broader	 commercial	 repertoire,	 was	 clearly	 not	 a	















employed	 to	make	 sense	 of	 grand	 corruption	 (see,	 for	 example,	Kombako	2007;	Kurer	 2007;	












For	 example,	 in	 PNG,	 approximately	 85	 per	 cent	 of	 the	 population	 remains	 rurally	 seated	 in	
largely	 independent	 and	 autonomous	 customary	 agglomerations,	 where	 there	 is	 a	 strong	
dependence	 on	 sustainable	 land	 use,	 and	 informal	 modes	 of	 governance	 fixed	 by	 customary	



























of	 more	 orthodox	 frameworks—such	 as	 neopatrimonialism—is	 needed,	 with	 theoretical	
approaches	capable	of	unpacking	the	ways	that	global	capitalism	is	able	to	systemically	foster	
stratas	 of	 speculative	 investors	who	 employ	market/commercial	 transactions	 to	 yield	 super‐
profits,	through	various	forms	of	manipulation.	Elsewhere	I	have	argued	this	requires	a	serious	
reengagement	with	Marx’s	 theoretical	work	 (Lasslett	 2013,	 2014;	Lasslett	 et	 al.	 2015),	which	
offers	an	overarching	framing	for	understanding	how	a	global	system	rooted	in	the	extraction	of	
surplus	value	can	also	 foster	muscular	tracts	of	secondary	exploitation	(Lasslett	 forthcoming).	









investigative	 researchers	 are	 not	 only	 a	 means	 for	 building	 rich	 descriptions	 of	 potentially	













































Lang	Wootton	 International	 Property	 Group,	 Central	 Plaza	One,	 345	Queen	 Street,	 Brisbane,	 4000,	 Australia,	 27	
February	1997.	






20	 Paga	Hill	 Development	 Company	 (PNG)	 Limited,	 Notice	 of	 Change	 of	 Shareholder	 (Share	 Transfer),	 Investment	
Promotion	Authority,	14	August	2000.	










25	 Independent	 State	 of	 Papua	 New	 Guinea,	 Business	 (Commercial)	 Lease	 (portion	 1597),	 issued	 to	 Paga	 Hill	
Development	Company	(PNG)	Limited,	22	June	2009.	
26	 Paga	Hill	 Development	 Company	 (PNG)	 Limited,	 Notice	 of	 Change	 of	 Shareholder	 (Share	 Transfer),	 Investment	
Promotion	Authority,	13	September	2011	



















36	 Letter	 from	 Dame	 Carol	 Kidu,	 to	 Mr	 Gudmundur	 Fridriksson,	 Mr	 Stanley	 Liria,	 Mr	 George	 Hallit,	 Paga	 Hill	
Development	Company	(PNG)	Ltd,	19	June	2015,	available	at:	www.damecarolkidu.com/letter‐of‐regret‐to‐paga‐hill‐
development‐company/	(accessed	13	February	2017)	
37	This	complaint	was	lodged	by	the	author	in	his	role	as	executive	board	member	at	the	International	State	Crime	
Initiative.		
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